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Paths marked with an asterisk (e.g. 220*) are neighborhood lanes, created for the bene�t of the owners of certain 
subdivisions within City limits.

Paths marked with a diamond (e.g. 155w) are public service easements for brush clearance, utilities, access, etc.

No representation is made regarding public rights of way on unnumbered trails, or any paths outside the City’s 
boundaries. This guide is not a representation of �tness or safety of the steps, lanes and paths for physical activities. 
Remember to use care and caution when travelling on any of these paths. Mill Valley’s terrain is often rocky and 
mountainous. Even passable paths frequently have tripping, slipping and sliding hazards on them, such as roots, rocks 
and ruts. Encroachments, barriers or other obstacles block some paths. The City of Mill Valley maintains very few of the 
public steps, lanes and paths. Use a path only if you conclude that you are able to assume risks inherent in outdoor
activities on steep slopes, taking into consideration such matters as your level of experience and ability, current 
conditions, and other relevant factors. Please no bicycling on paths with signs stating that bicycling is prohibited.



Because circumstances change constantly, all the information in
this guide may not be accurate or up to date. Please send 
suggestions to: Director, Parks & Recreation
         City of Mill Valley, 180 Camino Alto
         Mill Valley, CA 94941
         www.cityofmillvalley.org
© 2013 City of Mill Valley 
Cartography by Tom Harrison Maps, Inc.
Graphic design by Determined Productions Inc., 
Ami Victorio, and Joanne Duffy.

EXPLORE YOUR
NEIGHBORHOOD HERITAGE WITH

MILL VALLEY’S 2013 PATHS GUIDE

Mill Valley has over 175 heritage steps, lanes and
paths, many dating to the town’s 19th century 
beginnings. This guide will help you locate many of 
them. It is coded to show where the paths are devel-
oped or undeveloped, passable or blocked. It also 
shows paths that connect to lands and trails of 
Marin County Open Space District, Homestead 
Valley Land Trust and Marin Municipal Water 
District. Use this guide to enjoy beautiful vistas, 
visit your neighbors (without having to turn an 
ignition key), or plan a local path restoration project 
that will get you where you want to go in Mill Valley.

Community groups working in partnership with the
City of Mill Valley are helping to keep many of these
paths alive. Step-By-Step, the Mill Valley Historical
Society, Mill Valley Rotary, Mill Valley Chamber of
Commerce, the Outdoor Art Club, local scout 
troops, CERT Volunteers, Safe Routes to School, 
the West Blithedale Canyon Neighborhood Associa-
tion, Tamalpais Magee Neighborhood Association, 
and the Tamalpais Park Neighborhood Association 
are some of the local organizations contributing to 
this effort. Volunteers help rebuild, restore and 
rehabilitate paths, participate in clean up days, seek 
funds for path restoration, and evaluate path condi-
tions. Please join Mill Valley’s efforts to retain and 
restore its steps, lanes and paths for the benefit of 
our entire community.

The City of Mill Valley disclaims any responsibility for personal 
injury or property damage suffered due to reliance on this map 
or use of any routes depicted in this guide.

1...Willow Steps............................E4
2...................................................D4
3...Una Steps................................D4
5...Laurel Lane..............................D4
6...Miller Lane....................................
   ...aka Jacob’s Ladder............C3, D3
7...Creek Lane...............................C3
8...Willow Steps............................D4
9...................................................D4
11.................................................D4
12...Woodside Lane.......................D4
13...Heuter’s Lane.........................D4
14.................................................D4
15...Wildomar Steps.....................D4
17...........................................C4, D4
18...Ethel Lane..............................C4
19.................................................C4
19A...............................................C4
20...Molino Lane............................C4
21...Thompson Lane......................C4
22...........................................C3, C4
23...Molino Way.............................C4
23A...Molino Way...........................C4
24.................................................C4
25.................................................C4
26...Cascade Way..............................
      (lower Dipsea)...........................C4
27...Ocean Way..................................
      (middle Dipsea).........................C4
28...Hale Lane....................................
      (upper Dipsea)...........................C4
29...........................................C3, C4
30...Spring Lane............................C4
31...........................................C3, C4
32...Hazel Lane.............................C4
33...Marion Lane...........................C3
34.................................................B3
35.................................................B3
36...Rose Lane..............................B4
36A...Rose Lane............................B4
37...........................................B3, B4
38.................................................B4
39...Wainwright ext.......................B3
40...Monte Vista Lane....................B3
41...Cypress Lane...................B3, B4
42...Cypress Lane.........................B4
43...Tenderfoot Trail......................A3
44...........................................A3, B3
45.................................................B3
46...Eugene Way............................B3
47...Oak Street..............................C3

47A...............................................C3
48...Oak Lane Steps......................C3
49...Madrona Steps.......................C3
50...Bernard Lane.........................C3
51...Alcatraz Lane.........................C3
53..................................................C3
54...Magee Lane...........................C2
55..................................................C2
56...............................................C2
57..................................................C2
58.................................................B2
59.................................................B1
60...Winwood Place.......................C3
61...Shady Lane............................C2
62...Hazel Place............................C2
63...La Paloma Lane......................C3
63..................................................C2
64...Portion Omitted......................C3
65...Blossom Alley.........................C3
66...Bradford Way..........................D3
67.................................................D3
68.................................................D3
69.................................................D3
71.................................................D3
72.................................................D3
73...Julia’s Steps..........................D3
74...Catalpa Lane....................D4, E4
75..................................................E4
76...Willow Path............................E4 
101...........................................E4
102...Forsyth Lane........................D4
103...............................................D4
104...............................................D4
105...............................................D4
106...............................................D4
110...Lockwood Lane....................C4
111................................................C4
115................................................C4
117................................................C4
117A...Redwood Way....................C4
118...Dot’s Lane............................B4
119...............................................B4
120...............................................B4
121...............................................B4
122...............................................B4
123...............................................B4
124.............................................B4
125..............................................B4
126...............................................B4
127...............................................B4
129...............................................B3
130...............................................B3
131...Three Wells Trail...................B3
132w...Newton Lane.....................B3
133...Nevada Lane........................B3

134...Nevil Lane......................A3, B3
135................................................A3
136................................................A3
137................................................A3
138................................................A3
139................................................A3
140................................................A3
141...North Lane............................A3
142...Nace Lane.............................A2
149...Napa Lane.............................B2
153................................................B2
154...Tamalpais Lane-Omitted......B2
155w..............................................B3
156...Myrtle Lane-Omitted............B2
159................................................B3
160...Omitted..........................B2, B3
162...Throckmorton Lane..............B3
166..........................................B3, C3
167................................................C3
169................................................C3
172................................................C3
174...Omitted.................................C3
175................................................C3
179...Lyon Place............................C2
180................................................C3
181................................................C2
182................................................C2
184................................................C2
188................................................B2
189................................................B2
190................................................B2
193...Old Railroad Grade................B2
198................................................B1
199................................................B1
200................................................B2
205...Shady Lane...........................C2
206...Wren Lane............................C2
206A...Wren Lane ext.....................C2
208...King Lane..............................C2
214...Chiquita Lane........................C2
215...Portola Lane..........................C2
216...Upland Lane..........................C2
218...Toyon Trail.............................C2
218*...Path of the Wild Rose...........C2
220*...Wake Robin Trail.................C2
221*...Mission Bell Trail.................C2
222*...Tanglewood Trail...........C2, D2
223*...Trail of the Wood Nymphs....D2
224*...Path of Peter Pan.................C2
225*...Tinker Bell Trail....................C3
227*..............................................D2
230..........................................C3, D3
233w.............................................D3
234................................................D3
236................................................D3

237................................................D3
238...Haake Lane...........................D3
239..........................................D2, D3
242...Barrie Way ext......................D2
243................................................D2
246................................................D3
247................................................D3
248................................................D3
249................................................D3
250................................................D3
254................................................D3
258................................................E3
261................................................D3
262................................................E3
263................................................E3
264................................................E3
265................................................E3
274................................................E4
274A..............................................E3
275................................................E4
276................................................E3
277................................................E3
281................................................D3
282...............................................E4
283................................................D3
284................................................E3
285................................................D2
286................................................E3
287................................................E4
296*.........................................F3, F4
302...Cypress Trail..................B3, B4
304...Monte Vista Trail.............A3, B3
305...Zig Zag Trail..........................A3
311................................................C2
315................................................E2
316................................................F3
317................................................F3
318................................................F3
319................................................F2
320................................................F2
323................................................F4
324................................................F4
331................................................E4
335...Tamalpais Trail.....................B2
336...Myrtle Trail..............A2, A3, B2
339...........................................C2
340..........................................B2, C2
341...Elaine fire lane.....................B2
347................................................E4
352..........................................A2, C2
.........Pipeline Trail.........................A4
*w See legend on reverse.
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS AND THANKS

This project was first authorized by the 2003–2004 
Mill Valley City Council members: Dennis Fisco, 
Christopher Raker, Anne Solem, Dick Swanson, 
and Clifford Waldeck, and was finalized by the 
2005–2006 Council, with new members Andy 
Berman and Shawn Marshall. The cover logo was 
designed by Marianne Sigg. Cartographic assis-
tance was provided by Tom Harrison Maps, Inc. 
Artistic and graphic design was donated by Deter-
mined Productions, Inc. The map was prepared 
from City of Mill Valley official records by a team of 
dedicated community volunteers. Thanks go to 
each of them, and many, many other individuals 
who surveyed paths, reviewed thousands of docu-
ments, poured over recorded maps, researched 
history and law, and did the countless other tasks 
required to make this guide into a reality.

NOTE: This map is not a complete inventory of the City’s public trails, steps, lanes and paths. Omission of any path from this map does 
not mean that the omitted path, in whole or in part, has been abandoned by the City or is no longer a public path. The City’s website 
provides detailed information on these and other steps, lanes and paths within the City limits via links to www.marinmap.org. This map, 
including the trails, steps, lanes and paths shown on the map, is subject to future update, modification and/or correction.
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Albert Lane...........................F2
Alta Vista..............................E3
Altamont..............................E4
Alvarado..............................E3
Amicita.................................E4
Ashford................................F3
Aster.....................................F3
Avon....................................E3
Azalea..................................F3
Barrie Way............................D2
Bay Tree...............................D2
BayView..............................C3
Benson Circle.......................F2
Bernard...............................C3
Beverly Terrace..............C2, C3
Bigelow................................C3
Birch....................................D4
Blithedale Terrace.................C2
Bolsa...................................D3
Bradford..............................D3
Brooke................................G4
Buena Vista...................D2, D3
Byron...................................G4
Camino Alto.......E1-E4, F3, F4
Carmelita.............................D3
Cascade...........A3, B3, C3, C4
Catalpa..........................D3, E4
Charles Dean.......................C2
Chaucer...............................F3
Circle...................................D3
Coach..................................F2
Coleridge............................G4
Cornelia...............................C3
Cornwall..............................B3
Coronet.........................C3, D3
Corte Madera................C2, C3
Cottage...............................C2
Country Club........................D2
Creek Lane...........................C3
Crown..................................D3
Cushing...............................C2
Cypress...............................B4
Daffodil.................................C4
Dawn...................................E2
Del Casa........................D3, E3
Dell......................................D3
Dickens................................F3
Dorset..................................F3
Dot’s Lane............................B4
E. Blithedale......D3-G3, E4, F4
E. Manor...............................E3
E. Sidney........................D3, E3
Echo....................................D4

Edgehill...........................D2, D3
Edgewood......................B4, C4
El Capitan.......................B1, B2
Elaine..............................B2, C2
Eldridge...........................C2
Elinor....................................D3
Eliot......................................G4
Elm..................................E3, E4
Elma.....................................C3
Emerson............................F3
Escalon.................................E3
Ethel..................C3, C4, D4, E4
Eton..........................E2, E3, F2
Eucalyptus Knoll....................F4
Eugene.................................B3
Euterpe.................................D3
Evelyn...................................A3
Evergreen..............................E4
Fern......................................E4
Fern Canyon...................A2, B2
Fielding.................................F3
Florence...............................C4
Forrest..................................D3
Gardner.................................C3
George Lane..........................F2
Glen......................................D2
Gomez..................................E5
Greenwood.....................C2, D2
Grove....................................D3
Hamilton Drive.................F4, G4
Hazel..............................B4, C4
Heather.................................D2
Helen’s Lane...................C4, D4
Heuter’s................................D4
Hilarita..................................E4
Hill........................................D3
Hillcrest................................D3
Hillside.....................C3, D2, D3
Hollyhock..............................F3
Hwy 101.........................G4, G5
Jane’s...................................D4
Josephine.............................C3
Juanita..................................E4
Keats.....................................F4
Kilmer....................................F3
King.................................C2
King’s Way.............................B4
Kipling.............................F3, F4
Kite Hill Lane....................E3, F3
La Goma...............................E4
La Paloma.............................C2
Laurel...................................C3
Laurelwood...........................D3
Laurina..................................E3
Lee.................................C1, C2
Leyton...................................F3
Lincoln...........................C3, D3

Locke....................................E4
Lockwood Lane....................C4
Locust..................................E4
Lomita..................................F3
Longfellow.......................F3, F4
Lovell.................A3, B2, B3, C3
Lower Alcatraz......................C3
Lower Underhill......................F2
Lula.......................................F2
Lyon’s Place..........................C2
Madrona...............................C3
Magdelena...........................E2
Magee............................C2, C3
Manor.............................D3, E3
Manor Terrace...................... E3
Manzanita............................B2
Marguerite......................C2, C3
Marion.....................B3, C3, C4
Marlin...................................E3
Marsh.............................B2, C2
Matilda.................................E4
Meadow................................F3
Mesa...............................E3, E4
Middle...................................F2
Midhill...................................F2
Millay...............................F3, F4
Miller......C3, D3, D4, E4, E5, F5
Millside.................................C4
Millwood.........................D3, D4
Mirabel.................................D4
Miwok..................................G4
Molino............................C4, D4
Mono....................................B4
Monte Vista....................B3, B4
Montford...............................E4
Morton..................................F2
Mountain View......................D3
Myrtle...................................B2
Nelson..................................E4
Oak......................................C3
Oakdale................................D3
Old Mill..................................C3
Olive.....................................C3
Oxford..................................E4
Panoramic.........A4, B4, B5, C5
Park......................................D4
Parkwood.............................D3
Pimlott..................................D4
Plymouth..............................E4
Portola...........................C2, C3
Presidio................................D3
Quarry............................C1, C2
Rainbow...............................D4
Ralston....................B1, B2, B3
Redwood Hwy................G4, G5
Renz.....................................B3
Rider.....................................C2

Robertson.............................E4
Roosevelt.......................C3, D3
Roque Moraes.......................F4
Roque Moraes Court.............F4
Rose...............................B3, B4
Rowan..................................C2
Ryan.....................................E4
Salt Creek.............................F2
Sarah....................................E2
Seaver.......................F3, F4, G4
Sequoia Valley.................C4, C5
Shady Lane...........................C2
Shell......................................F3
Shelley.............................F3, F4
Shelter Bay.....................G4, G5
Sheridan Court......................D2
Somerset..............................F3
Stanton Way..........................F2
Stetson.................................D3
Summit....................B2, B3, C3
Sunnycrest...........................B4
Sunnyside............................D3
Sunrise.................................D4
Sunset..................................C4
Swift.....................................G4
Sycamore.......................D4, E4
Tamalpais.................B2, B3, C3
Tartan...................................D2
Tennyson..............................G4
Thalia...................................D3
Thoreau..........................F3, G3
Throckmorton Ave....B3, C3, D3
Throckmorton Lane...............B3
Una......................................D4
Underhill...............................F2
Upland...........................C3, D2
Upper Alcatraz......................C3
Valle Vista........................E2, E3
Valley Circle...........................E4
Vasco........................E3, F2, F3
Vasco Court...........................F2
Via Van Dyke.........................D2
Vista Linda......................D2, E2
W. Blithedale..............................
.................. B1, B2, C2, C3, D3
Wainright..............................B3
Walnut............................D4, E4
Whittier.................................F3
Wildomar..............................C4
Wilkins..............................F4
Willow...................................E4
Winwood..............................C3
Woodbine................C2, C3, D3
Woodside.............................D4
Wordsworth.........................G4
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There are over 175 original steps, lanes and paths in M
ill Valley. The first of these historic paths appear on the 1880’s Tam

alpais Land 
and W

ater Com
pany m

aps surveyed in anticipation of this developer’s M
ay 31, 1890 land auction. A

s each new
 sub-division of M

ill Valley 
w

as m
apped, planners added m

ore and m
ore paths to the tow

n’s travel routes.

M
ill Valley’s unique transportation network w

as born of necessity. M
ill Valley began during the days of horse and buggy: before autom

o-
biles were produced in the U

nited States; before the G
olden G

ate B
ridge spanned San Francisco B

ay; and just as the M
t. Tam

alpais and 
M

uir W
oods R

ailroad com
pleted its w

inding w
ay to the peak of M

ount Tam
alpais. N

early a decade after M
ill Valley’s 1900 incorporation, 

the August 10, 1910 B
oard of Trustees reported on equestrian needs for the grow

ing tow
n:

 
“The Clerk W

as A
uthorized to call for bids for the erection of A

 Stable on the Corporation Lot...and a Com
m

ittee w
as  

 
appointed w

ith pow
er to act to procure the necessary Team

 of H
orses and H

arness for the use of the Tow
n.”

Indeed, M
ill Valley used horses for its street work and firefighting efforts until 1918, w

hen it acquired a D
eM

artini fire engine, the prede-
cessor to the 1925 La France engine that we enjoy w

atching each year in the M
em

orial D
ay Parade.

The narrow
 paths were shortcuts, prim

arily serving those on horseback or on foot. 
The paths were bound for the sam

e destinations as M
ill Valley’s m

ajor roads. W
hile 

the roads travelled by sw
itch-backs, dow

n m
ountain slopes to M

ill Valley’s m
ain arter-

ies along B
lithedale and Cascade Canyons, the paths took a m

ore direct route. For 
m

any years, these historic routes served M
ill Valley’s residents well, as they 

com
m

uted via train and ferry to San Francisco, w
alked to school, visited neighbors, 

shopped dow
ntow

n, and attended tow
n m

eetings. Their direct connections to larger 
thoroughfares shortened travel tim

e for those com
m

uting to their daily activities on 
horseback or foot. H

owever, the paths were often in rough condition, since they were 
difficult or cost prohibitive to grade, or im

prove w
ith curbs and gutters, due to their 

narrow
ness and slope.

These original paths som
etim

es were given charm
ing nam

es like “Chaquita Lane,” 
“O

cean W
ay,” “B

lossom
 A

lley” and “Lover’s Lane.” O
thers were know

n sim
ply as 

the “alley between lots 240 and 241” or “the steps from
 Ethel Ave to W

oodside 
Lane” or the “trail adjoining …

 M
r. G

riffiths of ‘W
oodside Terrace’.” Indeed, until 

1931, M
ill Valley’s houses were not system

atically num
bered, and alm

ost all of its 
streets were unpaved. That year, the B

oard adopted its “O
fficial Street N

am
ing and 

N
um

bering M
ap,” nam

ing m
any public paths and num

bering house locations.

The narrow, roughly developed paths were essential to M
ill Valley’s infrastructure - 

form
ing an im

portant part of w
hat we now

 call ‘circulation’. H
owever, they were 

developed piecem
eal, just like the rest of M

ill Valley. Som
etim

es planners sensibly 
connected newer subdivisions to older ones, w

hile at other tim
es the routes were less 

well considered. The tow
n’s elected officials typically accepted paths and streets for 

the benefit of M
ill Valley’s residents as subdivisions were planned and sold. A

t the 
sam

e tim
e, the tow

n often did not assum
e ongoing obligations to develop or m

ain-
tain those routes, leaving that job to the future. To create these hillside shortcuts, developers or neighbors cleared brush between adjoin-
ing lots, usually w

ith the tow
n contributing funds, labor or m

aterials as resources were available. These joint efforts are reflected 
throughout the tow

n’s official records by hundreds of entries such as this one from
 August 4, 1914:

 
“W

.E
. Lanthis’s (com

m
unication) thanking the B

oard for donating the steps in W
oodside Terrace, and installing electric  

 
lights w

as received, read and Filed.”

The w
ider roads som

etim
es fared worse than the paths, as the tow

n’s D
ecem

ber 16th, 1909 m
inutes illustrate:

 
“President A

m
rath brought up the question of Funds to continue the w

ork on the Streets, stating no m
oney to   

 
 

continue further, and he w
as in favor of shutting right dow

n. W
hereupon Trustee Iredale m

oved that all em
ployees in 

 
the Street D

epartm
ent of the City be discharged at once. This w

as seconded by Trustee Craelius and A
dopted.”

A
fter the 1937 G

olden G
ate B

ridge opening, a gradual influx of cars into M
ill Valley led to m

any changes, including loss of the paths. 
M

any of them
 began to fade aw

ay as railroad tie steps decayed, bram
bles grew

 and, in som
e cases, as neighbors built across them

. A
 few

 
paths were abandoned outright, sim

ply to allow
 hom

eow
ners to construct garages and house M

ill Valley’s grow
ing autom

obile popula-
tion. D

espite this, the tow
n leaders never forgot the paths’ im

portance to M
ill Valley’s vibrancy. Sixty-two years after M

ill Valley’s incorpo-
ration, the planning com

m
ission and city council aptly described these incredible assets in the tow

n’s 1962 m
aster circulation plan:

 
“(P)ublic pedestrian w

ays in the City of M
ill Valley ... assist in traversing the hillside areas on foot. They have contributed

 
m

uch to the character and convenience of hillside living in M
ill Valley ... of particular im

portance are paths w
hich can 

 
be used safely by school children w

ithout the necessity of using City streets ... im
portant too is the provision of pedestrian

 
w

ays w
hich lead to business areas and bus stops, for as m

ultiple residential developm
ent occurs nearby, the need for

 
im

proved pedestrian access w
ill becom

e m
ore pressing.”

W
hile periodic efforts were m

ade to catalog and restore the tow
n’s steps, lanes and paths, a lack of consistent funding restricted these 

efforts. Thus, a century after the tow
n’s incorporation, m

ost of M
ill Valley’s heritage steps, lanes and paths had been forgotten, over-

grow
n, or encroached upon, and records of public ow

nership were m
isplaced. O

nly a few
 rem

ained in developed, passable condition.
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In 2000, w
ith the support of M

ill Valley’s city council, planning departm
ent, parks 

and recreation staff, and em
ergency preparedness com

m
ittee, citizens began an effort 

to identify M
ill Valley’s public steps, lanes and paths, to survey their present condi-

tion, and to rem
ind our com

m
unity of their existence and usefulness. Em

ergency 
preparedness in a tow

n like M
ill Valley is critical. The devastating 1991 O

akland hills 
fire proved that paths w

ill play a vital role in saving lives and preserving property, and 
rem

inded M
ill Valley that it, too, has these life-saving routes. The city council and the 

2002–2003 and 2008–2009 bicycle and pedestrian com
m

ittees further recognized 
that the com

m
unity’s steps, lanes and paths can help M

ill Valley deal w
ith traffic 

congestion, safe routes to schools, access to public transportation, and public health. 
M

ill Valley’s 2006 Em
ergency Preparedness Com

m
ittee Chairm

an observed:

“M
ill Valley’s natural beauty is also its Achilles H

eel. The trees, creeks,
and hills that m

ake us unique also expose us to potential natural
disasters. If evacuation ever becom

es necessary due to fire, flood or
earthquake, our tow

n’s m
any hillside paths w

ill be critical to saving lives.”

Since 2006, twenty-one public paths have been re-opened, reconstructed or rebuilt. 
The com

bined efforts of a veritable arm
y of volunteers, coupled w

ith the pooled 
resources of the City’s parks & recreation and fire departm

ents, have led to the 
program

’s success. Participants com
e from

 a w
ide variety of groups, such as B

oy 
Scouts and R

otary Club, adjoining neighbors and Step-B
y-Step volunteers, O

ld M
ill 

PTA
 and students at Tam

 H
igh, M

t. Tam
alpais School, and Saint H

ilary’s, longtim
e 

residents and new
 transplants, M

ill Valley H
istorical Society and the revered O

utdoor 
A

rt Club m
em

bers, planning com
m

ission appointees and elected officials, D
ipsea R

ace w
inners and photographers, realtors, doctors, 

physicists, softw
are developers, law

yers, ad infinitum
. B

uilding on com
m

unity m
om

entum
, the City adopted a realistic plan in 2009 to 

im
prove 25 m

ore paths over the next several years. It obtained federal funding to construct 6 of those paths and these were com
pleted 

in 2010. For em
ergency egress, our fire departm

ent has m
arked all of the open routes w

ith    , directing residents to paths leading dow
n-

tow
n. Step by step, M

ill Valley is actively reclaim
ing its pedestrian network, m

aking it realistic for residents to take fewer car trips, 
decrease their carbon footprint, enjoy greater health benefits, and have security in fast routes out of the hills. Like all M

ill Valley com
m

u-
nity projects, our steps, lanes and paths revitalization can only succeed by residents working in partnership w

ith our elected officials and 
city staff.
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N
um

bering of the steps, lanes and paths in this guide follow
s the topography of M

ill Valley, travelling up one canyon and dow
n another. 

Starting on M
iller Avenue w

ith path num
ber 1 (know

n as W
illow

 Steps), the num
bering travels up M

iller Avenue to Cascade Canyon, 
then westw

ard along Cascade Canyon to the old reservoir, and then clim
bs over Sum

m
it R

idge, and heads eastw
ard along B

lithedale 
Canyon tow

ard dow
ntow

n, finally exiting M
ill Valley on East B

lithedale Avenue in the A
lto B

ow
l area.

The earliest developed M
ill Valley paths–num

bered 1-76–followed this route, and were catalogued in 1925 by W
ill Falley, M

ill Valley’s 
first city m

anager (w
ith the title of Tow

n Clerk). The additional paths–beginning w
ith num

ber 101–are catalogued in a variety of city 
resources, including the City’s: 1912 O

fficial M
ap; 1931 O

fficial Street N
am

ing and N
um

bering M
ap; 1942 official m

ap; 1962 M
aster 

Plan Parking and Circulation Elem
ent; 2003 M

aster Plan B
icycle and Pedestrian Elem

ent; and a long list of subdivision m
aps accepted 

by the City. This guide pulls these (and other) City sources together, com
piling and num

bering all of the City’s steps, lanes and paths in 
one location. To keep the integrity of the original 1925 num

bering system
, you w

ill encounter gaps in sequence caused as research on 
the paths proceeded from

 one source to another, or reflecting paths not currently included in this guide.

This m
ap is for non-vehicular use. It does not show

 all of M
ill Valley’s public steps, lanes and paths. For exam

ple, disputed paths and stub 
paths that run into a subdivision and do not connect to streets or open space are not show

n. A
lso, not all public easem

ents for utilities 
use are show

n, even though these m
ay be used for brush clearance, access, sewer facilities, or licensed to w

ater or power com
panies for 

utilities service. There are a num
ber of paths on w

hich research is not com
plete, and these have not been included at this tim

e.

2009 Reconstruction of Path 247 in a City-Volunteer partnership. Photo: Courtesy Mill Valley Herald

June 7, 1939

“A letter signed by Mrs. May E. Cederberg and eight other residents of 
Woodside Terrace, calling attention to the condition of the pedestrian 
lane running between Lots 45 and 46 and from Woodside Lane to 
Molino Avenue, and asking that it be put in proper condition for use. 
This was referred to the Chairman of the Street Committee and to the 
Superintendent of Streets.”

June 28, 1939

“A letter from Mrs. May E Cederberg expressing appreciation for the 
prompt attention given to the conditioning of trail connecting Woodside
Lane and Molino Avenue, as well as the manner of its execution.
Ordered filed.”

March 4, 1942

“A letter from Georgia and Beatrice C Hawkins, under date of March 1,
petitioning the city to remove a pine tree which stands in Chiquita
Lane, at the entrance to their residence. This was referred to the 
Chairman of the Street Committee, with power to act.”

 June 3, 1942

“Mr. Jerome next directed the council’s attention to the fact that the 
planks on the bridge adjoining his property run lengthwise of the 
bridge and are spaced so far apart that frequently wheels of baby 
carriages, small wagons, etc., get caught between the boards and some 
difficulty is experienced in getting them out.”

1891 Madrona Steps (far right). Courtesy Lucretia Little History Room, Mill Valley Public Library

February 17, 1954

“The mayor stated that she had realized that there were 
practically no places for a person to drop down and rest. She 
hoped that plans could be made and realized for occasional 
benches set in a graveled area with perhaps a drinking 
fountain, along the more populated thoroughfares.”

Photo: Courtesy of the Lucretia Little H
istory R

oom
, M

ill Valley Public Library

O
cean View

 Trail c. 1910. Photo: Courtesy of the Lucretia Little H
istory R

oom
, 

M
ill Valley Public Library

Mill Valley is dedicated to preserving,
restoring and creating public steps,

lanes and paths for the enjoyment and
well-being of all its residents.

A Guide to

3rd Edition

2002 Madrona Steps. Courtesy IJ’s Mill Valley city page: www.marinij.com/millvalley


