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A SHORT HISTORY OF MILL VALLEY'S STEPS, LANES AND PATHS
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Sycamore......................
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There are over 175 original steps, lanes and paths in Mill Valley. The first of these historic paths appear on the 1880’s Tamalpais Land
and Water Company maps surveyed in anticipation of this developer’s May 31, 1890 land auction. As each new sub-division of Mill Valley
was mapped, planners added more and more paths to the town’s travel routes.

.. B1, B2, C2, C3, D3

Mill Valley’s unique transportation network was born of necessity. Mill Valley began during the days of horse and buggy: before automo-
biles were produced in the United States; before the Golden Gate Bridge spanned San Francisco Bay; and just as the Mt. Tamalpais and
Muir Woods Railroad completed its winding way to the peak of Mount Tamalpais. Nearly a decade after Mill Valley’s 1900 incorporation,
the August 10, 1910 Board of Trustees reported on equestrian needs for the growing town:
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“The Clerk Was Authorized to call for bids for the erection of A Stable on the Corporation Lot...and a Committee was
appointed with power to act to procure the necessary Team of Horses and Harness for the use of the Town.”
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Indeed, Mill Valley used horses for its street work and firefighting efforts until 1918, when it acquired a DeMartini fire engine, the prede-
cessor to the 1925 La France engine that we enjoy watching each year in the Memorial Day Parade.

A4

Park.....cccooveeiiiiiii,

The narrow paths were shortcuts, primarily serving those on horseback or on foot.
The paths were bound for the same destinations as Mill Valley’s major roads. While
the roads travelled by switch-backs, down mountain slopes to Mill Valley’s main arter-
ies along Blithedale and Cascade Canyons, the paths took a more direct route. For
many years, these historic routes served Mill Valley’s residents well, as they
commuted via train and ferry to San Francisco, walked to school, visited neighbors,
shopped downtown, and attended town meetings. Their direct connections to larger
thoroughfares shortened travel time for those commuting to their daily activities on
horseback or foot. However, the paths were often in rough condition, since they were
difficult or cost prohibitive to grade, or improve with curbs and gutters, due to their
narrowness and slope.
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Magdelena............cccoceeeieennnn.
Magee.....ccoeveiiiininiannnn
Manor.......cccovveiiiiiennn
Manzanita............coooooeiiiins

Lower Underhill......................
[0 = D

Longfellow..........cceeiiinins
Lovell........c.c...

Lockwood Lane...................
Lomita......cooeeveeieiiiiinieeeeniinn,

Locke....coovvviiiiiii,

F4
F2
2
3
3

.D2
E5

GOMEZ....ovvvviviiieieeeeeeeeeeiiiiiann
.F3

D4
.C3
E4

D4

E4

D3

.D3

D3

F3
Juanita.......ccci,

C4, D4
G4, G5

F3

C4

.D3

C3
[ l0]]1Y/aTeTe] [

B3

D3

.A3

E4

E4
Gardner........coovviiiiiiiiieiaeeen

C3

.F3

E3
Evergreen........cccccceiiiiiininnn,

Escalon........ccccceeveeeeiiiieeininns
Ethel
F4
...F3

...C2
B4

B2, C2
.....C2
D3
G4
King’s Way.......ccccooeiiiiinneennnn

.ES, E4
.F3, F4
.E3, F3

D3
.F4, G4
.B4, C4
D2

.C2,D2
Heather..........ccooooeviiiiii,

.B1, B2
E4
C
C3
E
C1, C2

A2, B2

.D2, D3
Fielding.....cccocovvviiiiiii

.B4, C4
...C3, C4, D4, E4
.E2, E3, F2

.C3, D2
...C3, D3

Capitan.......ccocevveeeeins

These original paths sometimes were given charming names like “Chaquita Lane,”
“Ocean Way,” “Blossom Alley” and “Lover’s Lane.” Others were known simply as
the “alley between lots 240 and 2417 or “the steps from Ethel Ave to Woodside
Lane” or the “trail adjoining ... Mr. Griffiths of “Woodside Terrace’.” Indeed, until
1931, Mill Valley’s houses were not systematically numbered, and almost all of its
streets were unpaved. That year, the Board adopted its “Official Street Naming and
Numbering Map,” naming many public paths and numbering house locations.

Leyton....ooocvviviiiiiiiiiiieeee,
Lincoln

Lee.oooerinniin.

Laurelwood...................
Laurina......cccocevveeieiiiiieeeee,

La Paloma.........cccooeeivvninnnnnns
Laurel......ccoovvviiiiiiiiiiiiieieee

Kite Hill Lane...................
La Goma.......cooevvvvvrviiririnnnnns

Hwy 101 .
Jane’s.....cooeeiiiiiiii
KeatS.. ...
Kilmer.........

King
Kipling.....ooooviiiiiiiiiiiien,

Hillcrest.........ccovvviieieiiiiinnn.
Hillside....vveeeiiiinnee.

Hilarita...........ccooeeeiiiviis

Helen’s Lane...................
Heuter's..........coovvvviiiieieenenn.

Hamilton Drive................
Hazel......oooovvvvviiiiiiiiiinns

Josephine.........cccoceveiiiiin,

Greenwood....................
GIrOVE....ccvvvvviiiviiiiiiieieeieeaenns

George Lane........cccceeeeiiinns
GleN. ..o,

Forrest.......covvvviiiiiiiiii,

Fern Canyon..................
Florence..........ccvvviiiiiiiiiennn.

Euterpe.....cccccceviiiiiiiiiiiinn,
Evelyn...cccooooiiis
Fern...cooo

Eucalyptus Knoall...................
Eugene......ccccvviviviiiiiiiiiiiiin,

Emerson........cccoooviiiiiinnnn.
Eton....ooovvvee

Edgehill.......ccooiiiinnnn,
Edgewood.......cccceeeeinns

.F3
.C2
.F3

Cc2

D2

C3

D3

Cc2
.B4
Daffodil..........c.cccevieneeen...C4
E2

E3

D3

F3

.F3
.B4
E4, F4
.D4

...F3
F3
.E3

ASEEr . i,
.D3

.G4
.A3, B3, C3, C4

C3
D4
.C2
D3
D3
G4
.E1-E4, F3, F4

D2

D2

.C3

F2

C3
Bolsa......cococoviiiiiiiiii

Benson Circle.........ccocvvveeennn.
D3
...F2
.G4
C3
B3

Coleridge.......covvvvvieiiiiinnnn.

.C2, C3
.D2, D3
.D3, E4
.C3, D3
.C2, C3
Cottage.....ccovevvvivvieiiiiieninn,
.D3

.D3-G3

The narrow, roughly developed paths were essential to Mill Valley’s infrastructure -
forming an important part of what we now call ‘circulation’. However, they were
developed piecemeal, just like the rest of Mill Valley. Sometimes planners sensibly A :
connected newer subdivisions to older ones, while at other times the routes were less b 5 T .

well considered. The town’s elected officials typically accepted paths and streets for o u.h_l_mﬂ ol T 2

the benefit of Mill Valley’s residents as subdivisions were planned and sold. At the R A S &

. . . L 5 Photo: Courtesy of the Lucretia Little History Room, Mill Valley Public Library
same time, the town often did not assume ongoing obligations to develop or main- ’ ’ ’ ’
tain those routes, leaving that job to the future. To create these hillside shortcuts, developers or neighbors cleared brush between adjoin-
ing lots, usually with the town contributing funds, labor or materials as resources were available. These joint efforts are reflected
throughout the town’s official records by hundreds of entries such as this one from August 4, 1914:

E. SidN€Y....ccovvveiiiieanne.
EChO..cooiiiiiiiii,

Dorset.......ocvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii,
Dot’'s Lane........cccooevvvvvnnnnns
E. Blithedale.....
E. Manor..........

Del Casa..........ccccccoo.....
Dickens.......cccooeeeeiiiiieeiiinnn.

CYPrESS...uvvviririririririnianrnnnns
Dawn.....ccooooiiieiiiiiiii
Dell.........

Cushing...........

Creek Lane.......ccoeevvvvvvvvnnnns
CroWN...ccoooviiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeee

Corte Madera...............
Country Club.......ccccvveeeeiins

Coach........
Cornelia........cccceeeeeeiieieiininnn,
Cornwall....cooeeevvviiiiieeeeiiiian,
COroNBt......uvvevvvveeivennns

Cascade..........
Catalpa.....cccccovveeiineanns
Charles Dean............c...u....
ChauCer.....ccoccevvviieiieeeiiiiinn,
(O] o [T

Camino Alto......
Carmelita..............ocveeeeennnn.
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Blithedale Terrace................
Bradford........ccoooeevviiiiiinnnnn.

Beverly Terrace.............

Barrie Way........ccoceveeiiiiinnn,
Bay Tree.....
BayView.........ccccvvvviiiinnnn,
Bernard.............ccoeeiii,
Bigelow.........

Azalea.........ccccceeeiiiiiiiien,

Ashford......
AVON....ovviiiiiiieiiiiieeeeiiee e,
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Albert Lane............
Alta Vista

“W.E. Lanthis’s (communication) thanking the Board for donating the steps in Woodside Terrace, and installing electric
lights was received, read and Filed.”

The wider roads sometimes fared worse than the paths, as the town’s December 16th, 1909 minutes illustrate:

“President Amrath brought up the question of Funds to continue the work on the Streets, stating no money to
continue further, and he was in favor of shutting right down. Whereupon Trustee Iredale moved that all employees in
the Street Department of the City be discharged at once. This was seconded by Trustee Craelius and Adopted.”

June 7, 1939
“A letter signed by Mrs. May E. Cederberg and eight other residents of
June 28, 1939
“A letter from Mrs. May E Cederberg expressing appreciation for the
prompt attention given to the conditioning of trail connecting Woodside
June 3, 1942
“Mr. Jerome next directed the council’s attention to the fact that the
planks on the bridge adjoining his property run lengthwise of the

Lane and Molino Avenue, as well as the manner of its execution.

Ordered filed.”
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After the 1937 Golden Gate Bridge opening, a gradual influx of cars into Mill Valley led to many changes, including loss of the paths.
Many of them began to fade away as railroad tie steps decayed, brambles grew and, in some cases, as neighbors built across them. A few
paths were abandoned outright, simply to allow homeowners to construct garages and house Mill Valley’s growing automobile popula-
tion. Despite this, the town leaders never forgot the paths’ importance to Mill Valley’s vibrancy. Sixty-two years after Mill Valley’s incorpo-
ration, the planning commission and city council aptly described these incredible assets in the town’s 1962 master circulation plan:

petitioning the city to remove a pine tree which stands in Chiquita
Lane, at the entrance to their residence. This was referred to the

Chairman of the Street Committee, with power to act.”
bridge and are spaced so far apart that frequently wheels of baby

carriages, small wagons, etc., get caught between the boards and some

difficulty is experienced in getting them out.”

This was referred to the Chairman of the Street Committee and to the

Molino Avenue, and asking that it be put in proper condition for use.
Superintendent of Streets.”

Woodside Terrace, calling attention to the condition of the pedestrian
lane running between Lots 45 and 46 and from Woodside Lane to

“(P)ublic pedestrian ways in the City of Mill Valley ... assist in traversing the hillside areas on foot. They have contributed
much to the character and convenience of hillside living in Mill Valley ... of particular importance are paths which can

be used safely by school children without the necessity of using City streets ... important too is the provision of pedestrian
ways which lead to business areas and bus stops, for as multiple residential development occurs nearby, the need for
improved pedestrian access will become more pressing.”

2009 Reconstruction of Path 247 in a City-Volunteer partnership. Photo: Courtesy Mill Valley Herald
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2
3
3
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D
D3
,D3

D

D

D

D

D

D
D3
D3
E3
D3
E3
E3
E3
E3
E4
E3
E4
E3
E3
D3
.4
D3
E3
D2
E3
E4
F3, F4
B3, B4
c2
E2
F3
F3
F3
F2
F2
F4
F4
E4
B2
A2, A3, B2
.2
B2
E4
A2, C2
A4

D2
B2, C2

242...Barrie Way ext.........ccceuveenee
.A3,B3

While periodic efforts were made to catalog and restore the town’s steps, lanes and paths, a lack of consistent funding restricted these
efforts. Thus, a century after the town’s incorporation, most of Mill Valley’s heritage steps, lanes and paths had been forgotten, over-
grown, or encroached upon, and records of public ownership were misplaced. Only a few remained in developed, passable condition.

WHERE WE STAND TODAY

....Pipeline Trail........cccccourueeneee
*e See legend on reverse.

7
3
6.
7

341...Elaine fire lane....................

347
352

336...Myrtle Trail.............
340

335...Tamalpais Trail...........cceenene

302...Cypress Trail..........ce....
304...Monte Vista Trail............
305...Zig Zag Tralil.....

238...Haake Lane...........ccccorrrrrunenee

23
239
24
24
24
248
249
250
254
258
261
262
263
264
265
274
274A
275
276
277
281
282
283
284
285
286,
287
296*
311
315
316
317
318
319
320
323
324
331

In 2000, with the support of Mill Valley’s city council, planning department, parks
and recreation staff, and emergency preparedness committee, citizens began an effort
to identify Mill Valley’s public steps, lanes and paths, to survey their present condi-
tion, and to remind our community of their existence and usefulness. Emergency
preparedness in a town like Mill Valley is critical. The devastating 1991 Oakland hills
fire proved that paths will play a vital role in saving lives and preserving property, and
reminded Mill Valley that it, too, has these life-saving routes. The city council and the
2002-2003 and 2008-2009 bicycle and pedestrian committees further recognized
that the community’s steps, lanes and paths can help Mill Valley deal with traffic
congestion, safe routes to schools, access to public transportation, and public health.

Mill Valley’s 2006 Emergency Preparedness Committee Chairman observed:

A3
A3
A3
A3
A3
A3
A3
A2
B2
B2
B3
B2
B3
B3
B3
B3, C3
Cc3
Cc3
C3
Cc3
C3
c2
Cc3
C2
C2
C2
B2
B2
B2
B2
B1
B1
B2
c2
c2
C2
c2
c2
c2
c2
C2
C2
c2
c2
D3
D3
D3

.C2,D2

.A3, B3
223*...Trail of the Wood Nymphs....D2

c2

c3
S
€3, D3

...B2,

Omitted......B2

Omitted............

.Path of the Wild Rose...........
.Mission Bell Tralil.................

220*...Wake Robin Trail.................

221*..

...Path of Peter Pan.................
...Tinker Bell Trail

6

(s)
160...0Omitted...............

53
154...Tamalpais Lane

155¢

222*...Tanglewood Tralil..........
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193...01d Railroad Grade................
205...Shady Lane.........cccoveveeunnead

134...Nevil Lane.........cceeevene
141...North Lane..........coceuererrerennene
142...Nace Lane..........cccourvererereenas
149...Napa Lane.........ccoervrrrurerenend
156...Myrtle Lane
162...Throckmorton Lane..............
174...0mitted.

179...Lyon Place.........ccccovururenennccd

135
13
137
138
139
140
1

15
166
167
169
172
175
180
181
182
184
188
189
190
198
199
200
218*..
224*
225*
227
230
233«
234
236

“Mill Valley’s natural beauty is also its Achilles Heel. The trees, creeks,
and hills that make us unique also expose us to potential natural
disasters. If evacuation ever becomes necessary due to fire, flood or
earthquake, our town’s many hillside paths will be critical to saving lives.”

D3
D3
D3

.D4, E4
E4
E4
E4
D4
D4
D4
D4
D4
c4
c4
c4
B4
B3
B3
B3
B3

.Newton Lane.............coenu.
133...Nevada Lane

c3
c3
c3
c3
c3
c3
c2
C2
c2
Cc2
..B2
B1
.C3
Cc2
c2
C3
Cc2
c3
c3
D3
D3
D3
D3
.C4
C4
B4
B4
....B4
B4
B4
B4
B4
....B4
B4
B3

Since 20006, twenty-one public paths have been re-opened, reconstructed or rebuilt.
The combined efforts of a veritable army of volunteers, coupled with the pooled
resources of the City’s parks & recreation and fire departments, have led to the
program’s success. Participants come from a wide variety of groups, such as Boy
e - 2 Scouts and Rotary Club, adjoining neighbors and Step-By-Step volunteers, Old Mill
Ocean View Trail c. 1910. Photo: Courtesy of the Lucretia Little History Room, PTA and students at Tam High, Mt. Tamalpais School, and Saint Hilary’s, longtime
Mill Valley Public Library . . L .

residents and new transplants, Mill Valley Historical Society and the revered Outdoor
Art Club members, planning commission appointees and elected officials, Dipsea Race winners and photographers, realtors, doctors,
physicists, software developers, lawyers, ad infinitum. Building on community momentum, the City adopted a realistic plan in 2009 to
improve 25 more paths over the next several years. It obtained federal funding to construct 6 of those paths and these were completed
in 2010. For emergency egress, our fire department has marked all of the open routes sm?@g directing residents to paths leading down-
town. Step by step, Mill Valley is actively reclaiming its pedestrian network, making it realistic for residents to take fewer car trips,
decrease their carbon footprint, enjoy greater health benefits, and have security in fast routes out of the hills. Like all Mill Valley commu-
nity projects, our steps, lanes and paths revitalization can only succeed by residents working in partnership with our elected officials and
city staff.

131...Three Wells Trail..................

132¢..

118...Dot’s Lane........ccccceverururennnne
119
120
121
122
123
125
126
127
129,
130

102...Forsyth Lane
110...Lockwood Lane...................
117A...Redwood Way....................

74...Catalpa Lane...................
103

104.........

105

106

63...La Paloma Lane.............cc......
75

60...Winwood Place............cccovunne
63

61...Shady Lane.....

62...Hazel Place.
64...Portion Omitted.

65...Blossom Alley.
66...Bradford Way.
73...Julia’s Steps
76...Willow Path

111
115
117

48...0ak Lane Steps.
57

49...Madrona Steps
50...Bernard Lane
51...Alcatraz Lane

53
54...Magee Lane

47aA.......
55
58
59

67
68
69
7
72

.E4

....D4
D4
D4

C3
D4
.D4
.D4

C4, D4
c4

18...Ethel Lane........ccococvvvrrerenennas

D4
.D4
.D4
.D4
D
c4
c4
C4
(H}
(H}
26...Cascade Way.........cccorrrurmrererenns
C4
.B4
.B3
.B3
B3
.B3
c3

A3, B3

c4
c3, C4
c4
c4
B3, B4

23...Molino Way..........ccorrrerererernenes
C4
C3, C4
C4
c3, C4
PO
C3
B3
B3
B4
B4

33...Marion Lane.........c.cccceurerurnnnns
.B3, B4

.C3,D3

(UPPEr DiPSEa)......vuvuvvrerereaeeannns

...aka Jacob’s Ladder...........

7...Creek Lane
(middle Dipsea)

(lower Dipsea).
27...0cean Way.........ocoeeeveerreneresesnnnns
28...Hale Lane.
46...Eugene Way...........cceerererernnnn

47...0ak Street
NOTE: This map is not a complete inventory of the City’s public trails, steps, lanes and paths. Omission of any path from this map does
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40...Monte Vista Lane..............c.c..
41...Cypress Lane..................
42...Cypress Lane....

39...Wainwright ext...........ccouvenene

36A...R0sE Lane.......cccocovrrerererenna

36...R0se Lane.........ccccoereeerererennnns

32...Hazel Lane.........ccovuueee
35

30...Spring Lane..........cooeueeeerennenes

31

PATHWAY
INDEX

23A...Molino Way........cocovuveerunennenes

24
25

15...Wildomar Steps.......c.ccccuueee
21...Thompson Lane...........cccoeunn

17

19

19A

20...Molino Lane

13...Heuter’s Lane....

1...Willow Steps........cccoceerurerenenee
5...Laurel Lane

6...Miller Lane.

8...Willow Steps

12...Woodside Lane..

3...Una Steps

29
37
44
45

22
not mean that the omitted path, in whole or in part, has been abandoned by the City or is no longer a public path. The City’s website

provides detailed information on these and other steps, lanes and paths within the City limits via links to www.marinmap.org. This map,

including the trails, steps, lanes and paths shown on the map, is subject to future update, modification and/or correction.

A NOTE ABOUT NUMBERING

Numbering of the steps, lanes and paths in this guide follows the topography of Mill Valley, travelling up one canyon and down another.
Starting on Miller Avenue with path number 1 (known as Willow Steps), the numbering travels up Miller Avenue to Cascade Canyon,
then westward along Cascade Canyon to the old reservoir, and then climbs over Summit Ridge, and heads eastward along Blithedale
Canyon toward downtown, finally exiting Mill Valley on East Blithedale Avenue in the Alto Bowl area. =
Sl e O
The earliest developed Mill Valley paths—numbered 1-76-followed this route, and were catalogued in 1925 by Will Falley, Mill Valley’s
first city manager (with the title of Town Clerk). The additional paths-beginning with number 101-are catalogued in a variety of city
resources, including the City’s: 1912 Official Map; 1931 Official Street Naming and Numbering Map; 1942 official map; 1962 Master
Plan Parking and Circulation Element; 2003 Master Plan Bicycle and Pedestrian Element; and a long list of subdivision maps accepted
by the City. This guide pulls these (and other) City sources together, compiling and numbering all of the City’s steps, lanes and paths in
one location. To keep the integrity of the original 1925 numbering system, you will encounter gaps in sequence caused as research on
the paths proceeded from one source to another, or reflecting paths not currently included in this guide.

February 17, 1954

This map is for non-vehicular use. It does not show all of Mill Valley’s public steps, lanes and paths. For example, disputed paths and stub
paths that run into a subdivision and do not connect to streets or open space are not shown. Also, not all public easements for utilities
use are shown, even though these may be used for brush clearance, access, sewer facilities, or licensed to water or power companies for
utilities service. There are a number of paths on which research is not complete, and these have not been included at this time.

“The mayor stated that she had realized that there were
practically no places for a person to drop down and rest. She
benches set in a graveled area with perhaps a drinking

hoped that plans could be made and realized for occasional
fountain, along the more populated thoroughfares.”

2002 Madrona Steps. Courtesy 1J’s Mill Valley city page: www.marinij.com/millvalley
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1891 Madrona Steps (far right). Courtesy Lucretia Little History Room, Mill Valley Public Library



